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This spring, the V&A sets sail in Ocean Liners: Speed & Style 
and discovers the design of tomorrow in The Future Starts 
Here. We also open Fashioned from Nature, a thought-
provoking exhibition which explores the inspiration fashion 
draws from nature and the environmental challenges faced 
by the fashion industry. For any questions about our touring 
programme, please contact:

Dr. Catherine Pütz 
Head of Touring Exhibitions
t: +44 (0) 207 942 2315  
e: c.putz@vam.ac.uk

Cover: Opera Passion, Power and Politics on 
display at the V&A, September 2017-February 
2018.

Above: Ocean Liners: Speed and Style on 
display at the V&A, February-June 2018. 

Master Strokes, Dutch and Flemish Drawings 
from the Golden Age: Two Naked Young Men 
and a Medallion of Leda and the Swan, drawing 
by Peter Paul Rubens after Annibale Carracci, 
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Tim Walker: Lily Cole and Giant Camera, 
photograph by Tim Walker, 2004.

Winnie-The-Pooh The Making of a Classic: 
Endpapers proof for The House at Pooh Corner 
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Opera Passion, Power and Politics: Exhibition 
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February 2018. 

The Fabric of India: Ikat sari with blouse, 
designed by Neeru Kumar for Tulsi, 2013.

Kimono: Woodblock print by Keisai Eisen,  
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Undressed: A Brief History of Underwear: 
Corset, 1864.

Balenciaga Shaping Fashion: The exhibition on 
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Fashioned from Nature: Black silk satin skirt, 
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Jameel Prize 5: Shepherd’s Coat and Momohiki 
Jumpsuit, from the Wandress Collection, 2015. 
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Mary Quant: The designer and models at Mary 
Quant Afoot show, 1967.

Pink Floyd: Their Mortal Remains: The 
exhibition on display at the V&A, May - 
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You Say You Want a Revolution? Records and 
Rebels 1966-70: The exhibition on display at 
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Tim Walker
This exhibition is a spectacular journey through the unique 
creative mind of Tim Walker (born 1970), one of the world’s 
leading photographers. It explores Walker’s collaborations and 
creative process. The exhibition presents highlights from Tim 
Walker’s twenty-five-year career, from work for magazines such 
as Vogue, Love and W to his recent short films. Photographs 
and photographic sets are shown with preparatory drawings 
and sources of inspiration. Unlike most contemporary fashion 
photographers, Walker works almost exclusively with traditional 
film, rather than digital technology. The extraordinary scenes 
he creates are real, and his effects are produced in-camera. The 
exhibition examines photography as a craft and the truth of 
photographic images in the digital age.

Size: Approx 500 m2

Available from 2019 

Master Strokes: Dutch and Flemish 
Drawings from the Golden Age  
This exhibition presents some of the most important works from 
the V&A’s outstanding collection of Dutch and Flemish drawings, 
one of the foremost holdings in Britain. This is the first time this 
little-known collection is touring. Drawn from artistic production 
spanning 500 years, masterpieces by Jan Brueghel the Elder, Peter 
Paul Rubens, Sir Anthony van Dyck and Rembrandt van Rijn are 
shown alongside striking works by lesser-known figures.

Featuring designs for tapestries and stained glass, portraits, 
landscapes and topographical panoramas, the exhibition marks 
the publication of a definitive catalogue which illustrates every 
work in the V&A’s collection and explores recent discoveries and 
re-attributions.

Size: Approx 300 m2   
Available from 2018

Winnie-the-Pooh:  
Exploring a Classic
Winnie-the-Pooh is one of the most famous children’s book 
characters of all time. More than 50 million Pooh books have sold 
worldwide, translated into dozens of languages. This immersive 
exhibition traces the creation of this famous little bear by A. A. 
Milne (1882-1956) and illustrated by E. H. Shepard (1879-1976). The 
story is told through the most important objects in Pooh history, 
including original pencil illustrations, archival objects and early 
and foreign editions. Pooh and his friends Piglet, Eeyore, Kanga and 
Roo, Owl, Rabbit, Tigger and Christopher Robin now inhabit our 
collective imagination, appearing in art, literature, philosophy and 
popular culture. This exhibition explores the creative process and 
invites families to celebrate the world of Pooh and to play, read 
and listen to the stories together.

Size: Approx 350-400 m2

Available from 2020



Opera: Passion, Power and Politics
This immersive exhibition is the result of a new collaboration 
between the V&A and London’s Royal Opera House. It examines 
how this art form responds to and shapes the world in which it 
is created, presenting a series of cities and opening nights across 
four centuries – each with a distinct, vivid story revolving around 
universal themes of money, ambition and art. This musical 
journey unwinds through the display of costumes, paintings, 
musical instruments, original scores, and decorative arts. The 
exhibition reveals the complex and fascinating process of creating 
an opera: from commissioner, the impresario and the composer 
to the Prima Donna, the designer and the audience.

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2018

The Fabric of India 
This project is the most wide-ranging and visually exciting 
exhibition of South Asian textiles ever mounted. Exploring 
the extraordinary skills of local textile makers and how their 
creations were used in palaces, villages and places of worship, 
this exhibition includes many of the finest pieces made for local 
markets and foreign export from the 3rd to the 21st century. 
Drawn from the V&A’s own world-class collection, ceremonial 
textiles, historic dress and intricate embroidery are featured 
alongside artist textiles and contemporary fashion.

Size: Approx 500 m2

Available from 2019

Kimono 
The kimono is an iconic garment. The ultimate signifier of Japan, 
it is revered within the country as the embodiment of national 
culture and sensibility, and internationally regarded with exotic 
fascination. Its symbolic status and the way its shape has stayed 
consistent mean that the kimono is often viewed as static and 
unchanging. It is ‘traditional’, while ‘modernity’ and by extension 
‘fashion’ is a western phenomenon. This exhibition challenges 
this assumption, presenting the kimono as a highly dynamic item 
of dress. The sartorial and aesthetic significance of the kimono is 
explored in historical and contemporary contexts, both in Japan 
and in the West where it has influenced dress since the 17th 
century. The kimono is again fashionable, just as it was in its Edo-
period heyday. The exhibition includes exciting new kimono styles 
drawn from Japan and around the world.

Size: Approx 400 m2

Available from 2020



Videogames
This exhibition explores the design and 
culture of videogames since the mid-
2000s, investigating ground-breaking 
contemporary design work, creative and 
rebellious player communities and the 
political conversations that define this 
movement. 

This is the first exhibition to fully consider 
the complexity of videogames as one of 
the most important design fields of our 
time, leaving visitors with a newfound 
awe and respect for their artistry.

Size: Approx 900 m2

Available from 2020

Food: Eating Tomorrow
This bold and multisensory exhibition 
rethinks how we eat and how we shape 
the world through food. From fertilizers 
to feasting, we consider the dynamic 
innovations that are being explored in 
the quest for a food system that has 
sustainability, creativity, justice and 
pleasure at its core.  This major exhibition 
takes the visitor on a thought-provoking 
journey, and asks ‘how do you want the 
future to taste?’ 

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2020

Ocean Liners: Speed & Style
The great age of ocean travel has long since passed, yet ocean 
liners remain one of the most powerful and glamorous symbols 
of 20th century modernity. No form of transport was so romantic 
or so contested. Ocean liner design was a matter of national 
prestige and an arena for global competition. 

This exhibition,  a collaboration between the V&A and the 
Peabody Essex Museum, is the first to focus on all aspects of 
the design of these ‘floating palaces’. It immerses the visitor in 
their opulent interiors, innovative engineering and the travel 
experience itself, and shows how designers responded to new 
markets and changes in the social, political and economic fabric. 
The story is told through rich displays of ship models, drawings, 
posters, interiors, fashion, film and oral history.

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2019

The Future Starts Here
This major exhibition celebrates the 
power of design in shaping the world 
of tomorrow. It displays emerging 
technologies, questioning the ways in 
which they will affect our lives in the near 
future, and what choices we have – as 
citizens – to influence their development. 
Divided into four acts – Domestic, Public, 
Planetary and Cosmic - this exhibition 
discusses the future using evidence from 
the present. From smart appliances to 
satellites, artificial intelligence to internet 
culture, more than 100 objects chart the 
landscape of possibilities for the near 
future. Guided by a series of speculative 
questions, the visitor is encouraged 
to imagine the implications of these 
technologies and devices years to come. 

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2019



Jameel Prize 5
In its fifth edition, the Jameel Prize 
explores the cultural dialogue 
between Islamic artistic tradition and 
contemporary practice in art and design. 
This biannual prize, worth £25,000, was 
established in 2009 with the aim of 
highlighting recent work in this field. 
Jameel Prize 5 exhibition presents the 
work of eight shortlisted artists and 
designers, encompassing a diversity of 
media, from painting and architecture, 
textiles, fashion design and multi-media 
installation. The shortlist brings together 
artists and designers from across the 
globe including Bangladesh, Iraq, France 
and the USA, featuring internationally 
renowned practitioners alongside 
emerging names.

Size: Approx 300-400 m2

Available from 2019

Undressed:  
A Brief History of Underwear
Featuring highlights from the V&A’s outstanding fashion 
collection, this exhibition explores underwear’s many roles, from 
the most practical to the voluptuous, from the 18th century to 
the present day. It examines the intimate relationship between 
underclothes, fashion and notions of the ideal body, and the ways 
in which designers have referenced underwear to challenge or 
comment on contemporary attitudes to gender, sex and morality.

The displays also address the importance of innovation to 
the development of the underwear industry and the superb 
craftsmanship of the finest lingerie. Men’s and women’s clothes 
are shown alongside prints, advertisements and a wide range of 
contextual images.

Size: Approx 500-600 m2

Available from 2018

Balenciaga:  
Shaping Fashion
Revered by his contemporaries and 
future fashion designers alike, Cristóbal 
Balenciaga (1895–1972) represents the 
pinnacle of haute couture. This exhibition 
explores his skill and enduring influence 
through sketches, photographs and fabric 
samples, while X-rays, toiles and film 
reveal how the garments were made. 
His legacy is traced in creations by his 
disciples, such as Courrèges and Ungaro, 
and his self-proclaimed followers up until 
today. Around 100 beautiful garments and 
20 hats are drawn mainly from the V&A’s 
significant collections of Balenciaga, with 
some loans.

Size: Approx 500 m2

Available from 2019

Mary Quant
Mary Quant revolutionised the way we 
look. She was the first to design youthful 
clothes for women and popularised 
the mini skirt and trousers. Quant’s 
radical designs  often used experimental 
materials, bringing manufacturing 
innovations to the mainstream. This 
exhibition traces Quant’s diverse career 
from 1955 to 1975, exploring her impact 
through quotes and interviews with key 
fashion influencers past and present. The 
V&A has the world’s largest public Mary 
Quant collection, forming the core of the 
exhibition, and the Museum has been 
given unique access to the designer’s 
personal archive. Around 100 ensembles 
are shown alongside accessories, 
homeware, cosmetics and sketches. 

Size: Approx 400 m2

Available from 2020 



You Say You Want a Revolution? 
Records and Rebels 1966-70
This exhibition explores the cultural upheaval of the late 1960s 
and the freedom and opportunity expressed through music, 
art, fashion, graphics, TV, film, photography, performance, 
and literature. Viewed from the 21st century perspective, the 
experience is an immersive odyssey through some of the greatest 
era-defining moments, from the Beatles to Jimi Hendrix, from 
Swinging London to Woodstock. 

The visitor is taken on a journey across the globe, seeing the 
changes that were taking place in people’s minds and on the 
streets. The exhibition considers whether these “revolutions” 
shape the way we live now and the way we think about 
tomorrow.

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2018

Pink Floyd: Their Mortal Remains
The V&A, Pink Floyd and Iconic Entertainment Studios present  
Pink Floyd: Their Mortal Remains, a spectacular audiovisual  
journey through five decades of this iconic rock group. This is 
the first international retrospective of one of the world’s most 
influential bands. It chronicles the music, design and staging of 
the band, from their debut in the 1960s through to today. Visitors 
get a rare glimpse into the world of Pink Floyd with unique 
artefacts from every stage of their career and personal lives, 
including original instruments and stage props, film, interviews 
and immersive performance. 

 Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2018

Fashioned from Nature
This exhibition explores the complex relationship between 
fashion and nature from 1600 to the present day. Fashionable 
dress is shown alongside natural history specimens, innovative 
new fabrics and dyeing processes. Designers’ fascination with 
the natural world is traced alongside consideration of issues 
of ethics and sustainability in the industry, recycling and the 
development of sustainable design. The story is vividly told 
through drawings and photographs, scientific equipment, 
fashion designs, garments, accessories and ornaments inspired 
by natural materials.

Size: Approx 400 m2

Available from 2019



All text and images contained 
within this document are for 
information purposes only. No 
further adaptation, alteration 
or manipulation whatsoever 
of any of the images or text 
contained within this document 
is permitted without the prior 
written consent of the V&A.


